[Suppression of frequent ventricular fibrillation attacks after induction of anesthesia with fentanyl, sevoflurane and propofol: a case report].
We experienced emergency anesthetic management of a 51-year-old male for exchange of a battery in an implantable cardioverter defibrillator. He had repeated and intractable attacks of ventricular fibrillation (Vf) before induction of anesthesia. Infusion of propofol at 100 mg.hr-1 failed to suppress the Vf attacks in the ICU. However, the Vf attacks were suppressed by the addition of fentanyl 100 micrograms, nitrous oxide and sevoflurane to the infusion of propofol. It is speculated that general anesthetics inhibit Vf attacks by direct suppression of myocardium and reduction of sympathetic nervous activity.